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Rural visitor destinations
Big, well understood markets and 
lots of carbon to save 
So where are the scheduled coaches?

Alistair Kirkbride



0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

New Forest

South Downs

Dartmoor

Cotswolds

Exmoor

Yorkshire Dales

Cairngorms

Loch Lomond & the Trossachs

Lake District

Visitor travel CO2e emissions as proportion of total carbon budget

Travel total Travel around Travel to

Analysis by Small World Consulting via National Parks Partnership programme, 2023

Carbon emissions



A lot of people go to a few places

About 260m people travel to the UK’s 15 national parks and 46 national landscapes each year, 
about 90% by car...
...more than the 251m who pass through the UK’s 144 airports each year (TSGB, 2024))



Rural destinations know a lot about their visitors



https://www.cumbriaaction.org.uk/news-events/news-appetites-to-travel-differently-in-the-lake-district-where-do-you-want-to-go-reports-available-now-2024-05-15 

Visitors (and people more generally) want to travel differently
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The next generation of visitors aren’t driving



The next generation of non-driving visitors have significant economic value

People without 
driving licenses

Economic value of 
UK visitors (£m)

The tourism economic value of 
• All people without driving licenses in England: £22bn
• Millennials and Gen Z in England: £18bn
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Destinations are committed to changing visitor travel behaviour and reducing emissions

The UK’s National Parks have become 
the first in the world to join the ‘Race 
to Zero’ initiative, committing to drive 
action to halve carbon emissions 
within their landscapes by 2030

…and this translates to ambitions for changing approach travel





Rural visitor destinations
Big, well understood markets and 
lots of carbon to save 
So where are the scheduled coaches?
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